A  SHAM FIGHT IN THE COMMONS
which a motion of censure had a chance of success. It was the
only subject on which there was any hope of bringing the
Liberals and Tories into the same Lobby. It was the real bone
of contention in the motion of censure debate in February,
when the Labour Government only escaped defeat by Snow-
den's sensational climb-down. Not only was there a reason-
able hope that some at least of the Liberals would join them,
but there was a real chance of getting Labour support as well.
Labour was badly split on this issue at that time. The I.L.P.
and the malcontents of the extreme Left had fought the
Government during an all-night sitting of nineteen and a half
hours, the previous week. It is strange and significant that
on that occasion not a single Tory joined in the attack on the
Government or voted with the rebels in the Lobby.
But the Tory hierarchy tactfully manoeuvred their revolting
supporters clear of that subject. It was too dangerous, it
might be successful ! But they had to allow them a motion of
censure. They therefore gave them one that was as harmless
as an old shoe thrown to a pup to chew upon. The subject
was one on which a deep and definite Party line was drawn.
The motion declared that the Labour Government had lost
the confidence of the country because they had not made
fanning pay as they had promised. While it was a genuine
die-hard Tory motion, they could not have chosen a worse
one if the hope was to defeat the Government. It raised the
bitterest Party conflict and forced Liberal to join with Labour
in denouncing the tyranny of landlordism and the starvation
wages of the farm workers. If the motion chosen did not
show a nice perception or a wise discrimination, it did show a
sincerity and an enthusiastic optimism. These unofficial
Conservative Members were obviously in earnest. They were
defying their leaders and seemed anxious to defeat the
Government. Their keenness may be gauged by the fact that
nearly two hundred private Members signed the motion.
Now motions of censure are always important and to a
minority government they may be critical. It is an axiom in
the House of Commons that anything may happen and he is
reckless who would foretell its decisions. If this motion of
censure had been carried the Labour Government would have
been thrown out and the Conservatives might have had a
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